Draft


UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

Glasgow Biomedical Research Centre
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17/09/07
Present

C.M.R. Turner (Chair), G. Tobasnick (Convenor), J. Scott, D. Barry, D. Stott, T. Mitchell, H. Arthur 

Invited

Apologies

D. Boyd, N. Isaacs.
	
	
	Action

	1
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Matters arising from minutes

It was reported that the Safety Induction packs were now available and all laboratory workers should complete them prior to starting in the lab. CMRT reported that under-graduate training should be done locally. CMRT will e-mail the building to encourage groups to replace radiological and ethidium bromide detection methods where applicable.
DB asked that the Safety Policy for the GBRC clarify the use of mobile phones and MP3 players in the building.
	CMRT

GT

	
	
	

	3
A
B


	Chairpersons business
CMRT informed the committee of changes to the Anti Terrorism Crime & Security Act, including amendments to the list of Schedule 5 agents. GT will survey academic staff to ensure our compliance with the amendments. 

Post Pirbright Report
CMRT gave a brief outline of the report from the HSE and DEFRA following the recent foot & mouth outbreak. The main recommendations will be dealt with by Estates and SEPS. It is likely that a ‘Permit to work scheme’ will be implemented for staff working at containment level 3, including those agents derogated to 2* or with SAPO organisms.
HSE Report
The HSE report is very complex and has a number of recommendations. As a result the Safety Committee membership will require to be clarified and may need to enlarge to include floor representatives/superintendents, these staff have yet to be identified.
Any changes implemented will then be taken forward into the four faculties that occupy the GBRC. The report also centred on the communication between the Safety Committee and the Board of the GBRC.
The local recommendations in the report will be undertaken as far as is possible with the biggest problem being availability of resources.

Comments in the report about the MCGregor Building will be taken forward by III alone.

Action points resulting from the report include:

Safety audits to be restarted, ask the University to look again at web based COSHH forms, regularise LN2 procedures, a tracking system for biological agents to be implemented(software), a review of lone working practice to include requirement for specification and permit to work issued in advance, restate the use of gloves and lab coats in appropriate areas, the CAT 3 suite to derogated to CAT 2*.
DB recommended that cognate groups meet to implement some of these requirements.
	GT

All
FYL/CMRT/DB/NI

/RC
All

DS
GT

DB/TJM

All

	
	
	

	4
	Radiation (tabled)

Nothing to add.

	

	5
	GM
TJM informed the committee that a structure and commonality is to be decided for cross faculty mechanisms and standardisation. 
	TJM

	6

	Building & Fire
DS expressed concern about the number of alarm activations resulting from non fire incidents. GT asked that all building occupants ensure that all potential sources of activation are kept as far away from detector heads as possible. It was agreed that a report on each activation be forwarded to the building.

A report on the break in has been received and GT will raise the door issue with Estates.

R. Cogdell is organising a meeting with D. Newall about the level of janitorial cover for the building.

The building call out list will be checked by GT.
	All

GT
GT
GT

	7
	Annual Report
Concern was raised about the level of incident reporting, it was stressed that all incidents, accidents or dangerous occurrence are to be reported no matter how ‘trivial’.

	All

	8

	AOB
A draft SOP on the disposal of biological waste was presented, this will be modified and issued to all. 

JS raised the issue of tip disposal, it was agreed that if stainless steel autoclave boxes were available they may be used in place of disposo safe jars. JS to get costs of new steel boxes.
DB raised the issue of drain covers to prevent tips and other solid going into the sink traps. 
	JS

GT


	
	Date of Next Meeting
6/12/07 time to be decided.
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